


“Working with the Governor and the fund’s outstanding board to meet
many needs left in the wake of Hurricane Katrina has been one of the 
most rewarding experiences of my life,” said William T. Richardson, 
Jr., the fund’s unpaid president and chief executive officer. “The 
generosity of people and corporations will be long remembered as the
projects they have supported take shape and serve the communities 
for many years.”

Governor Barbour thanked the fund’s board members and officers for 
their volunteer service. “I genuinely appreciate the outstanding work 
of Board Chairman Richard Hickson of Jackson and Board Members 
Royce Cumbest of Pascagoula, Peyton Self of Marks, Chevis Swetman 
of Biloxi, and Ray Wesson of Gulfport; and officers William T. 
Richardson, Jr., President and Chief Executive Officer; J. Paul Varner, 
Secretary; and Mike Summerford, Treasurer.”

The fund has selected the Gulf Coast Community Foundation to 
provide leadership in administering the projects. The foundation is 
governed by a board of directors whose membership is drawn from 
leaders in a variety of Coast businesses, organizations and activities.




